
 
 

 

 

Congregation Agudath Achim of Huntingdon and State College  

February 2025 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

Shalom everyone, 
 

As you may know, on January 17 we held a shabbat potluck/service with the new minyan group in 
town. We convened in Penn State’s Pasquerilla Spiritual Center. And, as luck would have it, the room 
we got had an ark and an eternal light. There were 8 folks from CAA and another 20-25 (I’m totally 
guessing here) from the new group, including a delightful Noah’s Ark-full of kids.  
 

It should come as no surprise that the potluck spread was quite good. As well, the service went nicely 
with loads of participation from everyone present, including the older kids in the room.  

 
Many thanks to Sue Lembeck-Edens and Lior Sternfeld 
for doing all of the unheralded behind-the-scenes work 
to make this event happen. You two are amazing! 
 

We plan to have a similar gathering at our February 21 
Shabbat. As of this writing, we are looking into an 
alternative location that has much more convenient 
parking and access for those who’d need it. If that does 
not pan out, we will be at Pasquerilla again. If you have 
any questions, please reach out to Rick Hirsch, CAA 
President 

 
BRIDGING COMMUNITIES WITH SHARED MOMENTS 

At last month’s Coffee Klatch gathering between the New 
Minyan group and CAA members, Mei and Matt Kaplan 
marked the occasion with a thoughtful gift. Mei prepared gift 
bags for everyone containing green tea and a persimmon. The 
green tea symbolizes health and happiness, while the 
persimmon represents the joy of new experiences and 
friendships. This event was fun and we look forward to more 
such moments. - Matt and Mei Kaplan 



 
 
UPCOMING SERVICES AND SOCIAL EVENTS, PLEASE JOIN US 

 

Mark your calendars, All Are Welcome! 
 
 
Friday Shabbat Services, Save the date, details to come! (Zoom will be provided) 
 

●​ February 21st at 6:00pm:  Shabbat Service & Potluck dinner 
 

●​ March 21st 
 
 
CAA Coffee Klatch at North Atherton Panera 

●​ What: CAA + New Minyan Coffee Klatch   

●​ When: February 3, 2025 12:30 PM 

●​ Where: Panera North Atherton 

●​ Why: Hang out with some cool peeps 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR “The Challah Run” 
 
Speaking of Panera…we are looking for a “new crew” of people to continue CAA’s long time mitzvah 
with the Huntingdon Food Bank. For over 15 years, CAA has been bringing leftover Panera Bread food 
items from State College to the Huntingdon Food Bank. Stan and Carolyn Lembeck, Bernie Bronstein, 
David Lembeck and Dave Helsel have all been on “the crew” for many years and due to health reasons, 
this crew needs to pass the baton!  

It’s now time for others to step up and help out. Volunteers are needed!  
It would help to have several volunteers on the crew and share the responsibilities since this is an every 
week commitment. Please consider being part of this CAA tradition and mitzvah. 
 
What is needed for “The Challah Run” 

1.​ Someone goes to the North Atherton Panera Bread at 9:00 pm on Monday night to pick up 
the donation of food items. 

2.​ Someone drives to the Kish Bank parking lot in McAlevys Fort, arriving at 8:00 am to 
meet up with a Huntingdon Food Bank volunteer to deliver/transfer the donation. 
(Approx. 20 min. Drive from State College) 

 
All of these responsibilities can be shared and if there are several people interested, then the “Challah 
Run” may only be a once a month commitment. Please consider being part of this CAA tradition and 
mitzvah. We’d like to start the new wave of volunteers by the beginning of March.  
 
 



2025 ALTOONA INTERNATIONAL JEWISH 
FILM FESTIVAL 
  
 We are excited to announce the lineup for our 2025 Altoona 
International Jewish Film Festival on February 20th, 27th, and 
March 6th and March 13th.   Our 26th year will feature four 

excellent films at the Penn State Devorris Downtown Center, 1431 12th Avenue, Altoona. Films begin at 
7:00pm with a Donation $5.00/person, students are free.   
Here are the films: 
  
SPIRITUAL AUDACITY 2/20/25 (USA, 2021, documentary, English, 96 minutes) 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel was one of the most remarkable and inspiring figures of the American 
20th Century. He was a mentor to Martin Luther King, Jr. and the entire Civil Rights Movement, a 
leading critic of the Vietnam War, a champion for Soviet Jews and a pioneer in the work of interfaith 
dialogue. 
  
NO NAME RESTAURANT 2/27/25 (GERMAN, 2021, drama/comedy, English, 121 minutes) 
To save the synagogue of the once largest Jewish community in the world from being shut down, Ben, 
an ultra-Orthodox Brooklyn Jew visiting Jerusalem, is sent out to be the desperately needed tenth man 
for the ceremonies of Pesach. Will Ben save the day? 
  
BAD SHABBOS 3/6/25 (USA, 2004, romantic comedy, English, 86 minutes) 
When two couples gather for a traditional Shabbat dinner, things spiral faster than you can say 
“hamotzi” when an accidental death (or...murder?) derails the evening entirely, and devoutly Catholic 
prospective in-laws are due any moment to meet David’s very Jewish family. 
  
RED SEA DIVING RESORT 3/13/25 (USA, 2019, drama, English, 129 minutes) 
The Red Sea Diving Resort is based on true events, namely the Operation Brothers mission which ran 
from 1979 to 1984 and saved the lives of thousands of Ethiopian Jews using the hotel for a risky 
operation smuggling refugees to the East African coast, and then onwards by boat to safety and new 
lives in Israel. 

  
Please join us at our new Dinner location and bring your friends. 

Meal before the Movie at Agudath Achim Social Hall, 1306 17th Street, Altoona, 
5:30 – 6:30pm Apps, Dinner and Dessert $20/per person, 
Dinner reservations required at altoonafed@gmail.com 

 
Check out the Film Festival website for more information 

mailto:altoonafed@gmail.com
https://www.greateraltoonajewishfederation.org/events/film_festival.html

