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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Shalom, everyone!  

A few CAA members attended the 
December 13 shabbat potluck 
hosted by the new local minyan. 
Here’s a report on the evening from 
our own Emily Steffsenmeier: 

At the event, there was a mix of folks from both Brit Shalom and others who do not 
belong to any local synagogue but are searching for community.  

People want genuine connection and community. Unfortunately, like some of us in 
CAA, members of the new group don't feel particularly welcomed or engaged at 
Brit Shalom. Also, the rabbi wrote one of his weekly essays in which he took a 
pro-Israel stance that was for some, off-putting and offensive. In talking one-on-one 
to someone at the potluck, that essay seemed like “the straw that broke the 
camel's back” and it is time to look elsewhere for a religious home.  

There is some interest in bringing in an outside rabbi--maybe not once a month, 
but maybe once a semester. More than one person commented on how happy it 
made them that the children were running around the room and no one was 
shushing them. Another couple commented to me that they appreciated my 
introduction about CAA and how welcoming they are of interfaith couples--they had 
not felt this at Brit Shalom. 

A lot of families seem to be there mostly for Hebrew school, but don't love that 
experience either. I think people would like to see there be more social events just 
like the potluck where there is opportunity to truly connect.  

It sounds to me that they’re speaking our language, and I look forward to getting to know 
the folks involved with the new minyan. Speaking of which, a half-dozen of them joined us 
for our December 20 Shabbat service (Kevin Haworth and the Sternfeld family) and oneg. 



Our next third-weekend-of-the-month shabbat service will be held Friday, January 17. 
There are talks of sharing that evening with the new minyan, having a potluck dinner 
followed by a shabbat service. The details are still being ironed out. Stay tuned…   

Peace, Rick Hirsch  

THANK YOU! 
We had a wonderful gathering for our 
December Shabbat and Chanukah Oneg. 
Thanks to Emily Steffensmeier and Rachel 
Lembeck-Edens for coordinating the latkes 
and Carolyn Lembeck for making 
home-made apple sauce to go on top! 
Nicole Lazar’s family brought donut holes 
and Mae & Matt Kaplan brought fruit to 
share. Sue Lembeck-Edens provided a warm 
space decorated for Hanukkah and served as 
webmaster for our Zoom folks. There was Israeli dance music playing in the background 
to round out the evening. 
 
Thanks are also needed for Dave Helsel for “closing down” the synagogue building for 
the winter. This job is very important so the water pipes don’t freeze in the cold months. 
We are looking forward to opening the synagogue in the spring! 
 
 
UPCOMING SERVICES AND SOCIAL EVENTS, PLEASE JOIN US 

Mark your calendars, All Are Welcome! 
 
 
CAA Coffee Klatch at Good Day Cafe 

●​ What: CAA + New Minyan Coffee Klatch 
●​ When: January 6, 2025 12:30 PM 
●​ Where: Good Day Cafe 
●​ Why: Hang out with some cool peeps 

 
 
 
 
Friday Shabbat Services, Save the date, details to come! 

●​ January 17  
●​ February 21 
●​ March 21 

In person in State College and via Zoom 
2025 Altoona International Jewish Film Festival 



  
We will be returning to the Penn State Devorris Downtown Center, 1431 12th Avenue, Altoona for our 
26th year on February 20, 2025.  Films begin at 7:00pm with a Film Donation $5.00/person, students are 
free.  
  
You are also invited to join us for dinner prior to each film at the Agudath Achim Social Hall, 1306 17th 
Street, Altoona.  Dinner is catered by Paula and Dave Binus and is served from 5:30 – 6:30pm, and 
includes appetizers, the meal, dessert and wine for $20/per person.  Reservations are required for dinner 
and reservations can be made at altoonafed@gmail.com. 
  
We will announce the lineup for our Altoona International Jewish Film Festival in the very near future.  
The Festival runs on four consecutive Thursday nights beginning on February 20, 2025 and concluding 
March 13, 2025. 
  
Once our films are finalized more information will be available on our website at: 
https://www.greateraltoonajewishfederation.org/events/film_festival.html 
  
We hope you can join us for opening night on Thursday, February 20th and please bring your friends. 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
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